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They are also quite willing to make use of our hats,
shoes, caps, woolens and shirts, and of our linen to
clean their infants, for we trade them all these com-
modities for their furs.

Arrived at a certain place, the first thing they do
is to build a fire and arrange their camp, which they
have finished in an hour or two; often in half an
hour. The women go to the woods and bring back
some poles which are stuck into the ground in a
circle around the fire, and at the top are interlaced,
in the form of a pyramid, [41] so that they come to-
gether directly over the fire, for there is the chimney.
Upon the poles they throw some skins, matting or
bark. At the foot of the poles, under the skins, they
put their baggage. All the space around the fire is
strewn with leaves of the fir tree, so they will not
feel the dampness of the ground; over these leaves
are often thrown some mats, or sealskins as soft as
velvet; upon this they stretch themselves around the
fire with their heads resting upon their baggage; And,
what no one would believe, they are very warm in
there around that little fire, even in the greatest
rigors of the Winter. They do not camp except near
some good water, and in an attractive location. In
Summer the shape of their houses is changed; for
then they are broad and long, [42] that they may
have more air; then they nearly always cover them
with bark, or mats made of tender reeds, finer and
more delicate than ours made of straw, and so skill-
fully woven, that when they are hung up the water
runs along their surface without penetrating them.

Their food is whatever they can get from the chase
and from fishing; for they do not till the soil at all;
but the paternal providence of our good God, which



